What's News in the Woods...
Farmington Woods IB/PYP Elementary Magnet School

January 2019 Newsletter

—

From Mrs. Pierce...

#fwesactivateslearning @fwesibpyp

Happy New Yeowr FWES Faumilies!

We are finishing up the 1st semester of the
year academically and with our Go for the
Gold program. At this mid-point students are
participating in a variety of assessments and
we are beginning to count gold tickets. As IB
Learners this mid-point is a great place to
review and reflect and consider any actions
that might be needed.

We are planning for several upcoming winter
events- so be on the look out for more infor-
mation. We will begin our Wake Up and Read
Community book collection action project in
January. Our Go for the GOLD celebration is
on the calendar and we will also be taking
action with our Jump Rope for Heart pro-
gram with Mr. Eller.

As winter weather has already visited, please
be sure to read about how the school sched-
ule is impacted with weather decisions.

Our IB focus for January are the attribute
of being Open Minded. We are always inter-
ested in how our IB students apply what they
are learning outside of the school building.
Please use the Action link (see information

A WalKk in the Woods ...

» Spelling Bee Preparation Materi-
als: FWES Scripps Spelling Bee-
More information regarding our
upcoming Spelling Bee for grades 1-
5 can be accessed through this [ink.
Spelling Bee rounds begin January
4,2019.

o Taking Action? Tell us About it!
Please use the link here and on our
website to share about action your
child takes when away from school
to be an IB Learner who makes a
difference in the world. We invite
students who have taken action to
share it on the FWES News on
Wednesday mornings and would love
to share your child’s action!

e Recognize the way FWES Staff
activate learning! Please remember
to use the link on our website for
recognizing a staff member who has
helped to ignite your child's learning
this year!

« Clothes Needed in Office for
Emergencies: Students often need
to change clothes during the school
day due to mud puddles and other
accidents. As you find your students

below) to share examples of your child
taking Action or Showing examples of
the attributes and attitudes of IB
Learners!

Many thanks to our families for your
recognition in the Cary Magazine Mag-
gy Awards for 2018. I am honored to
be recognized by you all for a job and
school I adore! It is an amazing privi-
lege to get to work at FWES with our
students, families and teachers and I
LOVE coming to school every day.
Thank you so much for being an active
part o?lour school community!

With enthusiasm for activating learn-
ing at FWES,

Winston
Go for the Gold!
Give and Earn Respect
Q s Own your Actions
s =~ Lead by Example
Demonstrate Cooperation

growing, please consider donating
needed outgrown items to FWES:

» Boy's Underwear (New only)

o Boys Long Pants (all sizes)

« Girls Long Pants (all sizes)
5th 6rade News:

Exhibition: We are getting into our
research on human rights around
the world such as: poverty, access
to water, education, health care,
and safety. Students are focused
on developing questions, research-
ing and paraphrasing their findings
and collaborating within their
group to organize their infor-
mation.

Exhibition Mentors Needed- We
NEED YOU! We are greatly in
need of parent volunteers to men-
tor groups of students with their
research and the creation of their
presentations. Would you be able
to help? We meet on Thursdays at
3 pm. Sign up here! Sign up for
Mentoring! Dates and times are
included in the sign up. As we near

http://fwes.wcpss.net for any info updates

January, 2019

Calendar Items to Note...

e Jan 7-11- Grade Level Spelling Bees

¢ Jan 7- 10:30 Magnet Info and Tour;
Winter/Spring Spiritwear Order Form;
Wake Up and Read Book Drive Begins

e Jan 11- 7:45am PTA Board Mtg; 9:30
2nd Grade Spelling Bee; 10:30 5th Grade
Spelling Bee

e Jan 14- 2:00 3rd and 1st Grade
Spelling Bees; 5:30 BAC District 9 Mtg
at FWES

¢ Jan 15- 9:30 4th Grade Spelling Bee
e Jan 17- Spiritwear Orders Due; Mag-
net Info and Tour 10:30 and 2:00;
5:30pm PTA Family Movie Picnic and
General Membership Mtg

e Jan 18-8:30-9:30am PTA Coffee in
Lobby; Make up day for 12/10

e Jan 21- Holiday- Dr. Martin Luther
King Day

e Jan 22- PTA Coffee Chat 2:30-3:15
Lobby

e Jan 25- 10:00 FWES Spelling Bee

¢ Jan 28- Magnet Info and Tours 10:30
and 2:00; Box Top Collection Begins

e Jan 29- GOLD Bowling 9:25 4th/
Feeney; 10:45 1st

e Jan 31- GOLD Bowling 9:25 3rd; 10:45
5th

¢ Feb 1- 8:30am Walk to School Day
(guest walkers Kollauf and Burke)

e Feb 4- Q2 Report Cards Go Home

¢ Feb 5- GOLD Bowling 9:25 Cerasi,
Mitchell and K; 10:45 2nd

¢ Feb 7- K to Natural Science Museum
e Feb 8- 7:45am PTA Board Meeting

the Exhibition presentation night
we will increase our meeting fimes
to 2 or more times per week.

« Summative Project: Students are
now working in class on their biome
research project and creating a
poster showing overlapping food
chains and creating a food web to
show the producers, consumers, and
decomposers within their biome.
They will soon be displayed in the
hallways and we look forward to the
finished products! This connects to
the work students did on
early release in Decem-
ber. Students created a
mural that can be seen in
our lobby near the show-
case.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FUXKwyfRZ1o-wNf8tz06GAMorxpq859ITKQSfiBIUsM/edit
https://goo.gl/forms/EPf14z1XfnevXb8t2
https://docs.google.com/a/wcpss.net/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeHGb7Hdd1t5fE3k82St-CbK-nWUI9XYt3sNJIb7oubH8Wf7g/viewform?c=0&w=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1yV4LFq0O49NP7kp8hFudOrKH4UhH-LL8y0S_Zfb7-FE/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1yV4LFq0O49NP7kp8hFudOrKH4UhH-LL8y0S_Zfb7-FE/edit
http://fwes.wcpss.net

FWES Student Services Team

Coffee with the Counseling Team

Thank you to those parents who have attended our Coffee with the
Counselor sessions during the first semester. We had wonderful conver-
sations and lots of positive parent feedback!

Our next Coffee with the Counselor session will focus on middle school
registration and is one that our 4th and 5th grade parents should plan on
attending! Tuesday, February 19, 2019 at 9:30am in the Farmington
Woods Cafe we win be discussing middle school registration, elective
course selection as well as math and ELA placement. Lots of information
will be shared. Please come with questions! We are excited to have youlll

From Mrs. Basham, Social Worker-
Student Absences - Please remember to provide a note within two
days of your child's return to school or the absences will be recorded
as unexcused. Your child’s teacher and the School Social Worker will
work with you and your child if there is a concern that absences are
becoming excessive.
Excused absences include:

o illness or injury
a death in the family
health care appointments
court appearances
religious observance
natural disasters
e outside educational opportunities (you'll need to complete
the Request For Excused Absence For Educational Reasons Form
in advance)

WHITE FLAG - Important Information for Winter 2018-
2019
If you see a White Flag, it means:
* Tonight it will be very cold and you should stay inside and
seek shelter to protect yourself.
* These are the places in Raleigh where you can stay inside,
even if they are usually full.
* White Flag is called when the temperature will be 32 degrees
or below or 38 degrees and there

is expected precipitation.

On White Flag nights, families/women with children can go to
the following shelters:

The Salvation Army
1863 Capital Boulevard
(919) 834-6733
(919) 390-6494 after
5 Check-in: After
4:30pm

Raleigh Rescue Mission
314 E. Hargett Street
(919) 828-9014 extensions 134
or 119 Line up at 3:30pm
(Check-in: 4:00pm)

Jennifer Thakur, Counselor, jthakur@wcpss.net
919-460-3469 ext. 26517
Taylor Hartley, 50% Counselor- contact info TBA
Joette Basham, Social Worker (T & F), cbasham@wcpss.net
919-460-3469 ext. 26516
Dr. Megan Trapasso, Psychologist (T ,W & F) mtrapasso@wcpss.net
919-460-3469 ext. 26519

2019/20 School Assignment Notices

Kindergarten Registration for 2019-20
Starts NOW!

Parents needing to pre-register their incoming kindergar-
ten student for the 2019/20 school year should complete
the online registration packet on the Wake County Public
School System website. Information about the enroll-
ment process and required documentation can be found
by visiting: https://www.wcpss.net/Page/33753. Once
your online registration is com-
plete, your base school will con-
tact you to set-up an appoint-
ment to finalize the registration
process at school; please allow up |
to 3 business days to be contact- |
ed by your school to set-up an
aEpoim‘men‘r to complete your
child's registration. Please tell
friends and neighbors with 5
year olds!

The official 2019/20 school assignment notices will be sent
home will all students on Monday, January 7, 2019. The no-
tice contains important information regarding your child's
school assignment and fransportation type for the upcoming
school year.
o Please verify that your address is correct. If you have
moved, please provide the school office with a current
proof of residence for your new address (one of the follow-
ing: a light, gas or water bill).
¢ If your address is correct and you are satisfied with
your child's 2019/20 assignment, no action is required on
your part.
e If you would like to request a different school assign-
ment for your child for the 2019/20 school year, you must
submit an application online during the appropriate window:
e The application window for Magnet and/or Year-
Round schools is Jan. 4-30, 2019. (Results will post to
parent accounts starting February 19th.)
e The application window for requesting a Transfer
Request is Feb. 21 - Mar.6, 2019. (Results will post to
parent accounts as processed starting Mar. 7th.)

More information regarding the Magnet and/or Year
Round schools application and Transfer Request processes
can be found at: https://www.wcpss.net/Page/33754.
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Magnet Musings

from the desk of Anna Goodrum, IB Coordinator

Have you noticed the blank spot in the lobby? A new mural is in the

-

g

works! Specialist collaboration days are a highlight here at FWES. The
morning of learning is composed of our dynamic specialists and class-
room teachers collaboratively planning engagements focused on creativ-
ity, collaboration, critical thinking and communication. As part of the
5th grade collaboration day in December, students focused on their
work in the IB unit "Sharing the Planet.” Students wrote haiku poems
and enhanced them as they chose instruments to create a soundscape
to go along with the poem. They worked together in team building activ-
ities To embrace the idea that it takes all of us to support and sustain

the planet we live on. Finally, each student, worked to create tiles for a
new mural in the lobby.. They brainstormed words in English, Spanish and Mandarin related to
"Sharing the Planet” and wove them into black and white geometric patterns. Students also cre-
ated collage tiles representative of the variety of Biomes around the world. These tiles will be
placed carefully together to create a new masterpiece to hang in our lobby. Stay tuned for the

Winter Weather Reminders

December 21st was the 1st day of
Winter- and at some point we may ex-
perience additional winter weather.

School Winter Weather Reminders for
FWES Families:

*  Students will con-
tinue to have daily re-
cess and/or PE with Mr.
Eller outside unless the
temperature is below

32 degrees. Please

make sure your child is
dressed to play outside
each day.

x  WCPSS Winter Weather
Clothing Guidelines *

Winter Weather Announce-
ments will come from Wake
County Public Schools- not di-
rectly from the school. School
messenger contact information
will be used for sending the in-
formation to families via email,
phone and/or text. Families
should update all contact infor-
mation if needed at the FWES
Front Office. More info here:
https://www.wcpss.net/domai
n/12201

School Winter Weather clos-
ings and delays will impact the
daily schedules.

If schools close early, the Af-

ter School Program does not
operate

+ If there is a delayed opening-
Before School Care opens on
the same delay.

+ If there is a delayed opening,
no breakfast is served
* Read More Here:

FWES Winter Weather In-
fo for Families

Please let us know if you have
winter weather clothing needs
for your child so we can assist!
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Specialists Activate Learning at FWES...

Music Updates

e bth grade Ringers and Singers will start back up on Thursday, January 10 at 8am to begin prepar-
ing for our next concert on February 28th.

e Ist graders are beginning to learn music for our mini-musical in the spring, The Little Engine That
Could Sing.

e 4th graders are waiting for recorders to arrive, but are learning to read music on the xylophones
in the meantimel!

e Follow me on Twitter, @svitullomusic for other updates!
Chinese Updates
.. .+~ °* Chinese New Year is February 5th- Celebrating the Year of the Pig!

B3 Raleigh Chinese New Year Festival is Saturday, January 26th from 10am-5pm in Dorton Are-
. ha- Learn more about the Festival and purchase advance tickets here: http://nctacas.org/

Healthy Active Kids at FWES!

o Family Marathon Friday April 12, 2019. Students work from home to
accumulate up to 25 miles from late January to early April. The entire school will partici-
pate in 15 minutes of moderate to vigorous physical activity on Friday April 12 and partici-
pating students can use that time to complete the final 1.2 miles of their marathon. Be

® thinking if you want your family to participate this year. This is a great way for families o
spend physical activity time together walking or jogging. This event helps students prepare
to meet their personal fitness goals for the end of year fitness as-
sessment. Participating family members are encouraged to come on April 12 to walk or jog
the final 1.2 miles.

e Action Project in PE... Jump Rope for Heart. Information from the American Heart As-
sociation will be going home with your child the second week in January. We will be study-
ing the heart and what it means to take action. This is our chance to make a positive change
in our community. Consider donating.

e January in PE: Due to weather we will attempt to wrap up soccer after Winter Break
and then begin simultaneous Units of Inquiry on jump rope (individual, partner and small
group) and gymnastics (weight transfer, jumps and landing & balance/strength). We will
also continue to work towards our personal fithess goals.

1 e Upcoming walks to school:
NA e January 4 with guest walkers Ms. Morrissette and Ms. Brown

e February 1 with guest walkers Ms. Burke and Ms. Kollauf

10 SCHOOL DAY
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A Page from the Inquiry Center....

WAKE Up and Read .. Farmington Woods will be participating for the fifth year in a book dona-
tion program. WAKE Up and Read conducts a book drive each year to help build home libraries
and make books readily available to children who need them. Through the book drive, every child
at 13 high-need elementary schools and childcare centers can choose 10 books and keep them for
their home libraries.. As a school we will be collecting books from January 5th - February
15thll This year our goal is to collect 2,000 books to donate. This is approximately 3 books from
each student. To help make this easier, Mrs. Grice or Mrs. Wilson will stand at the front of the
school to collect books in the carpool lane on Wednesdays and Thursdays from January 16th - Feb
7th. Books can always be dropped off in the Inquiry Center or in the front office. Start looking for those books
that you are ready to donate .... Let's see if we can collect 2,000 books!

Read Around the World .. We continue to read around the world with some of our
faster travelers moving on to Australia and the Polar Regions . Students began their
travels in October with a reading log for North America. Since then there have been

a logs for Europe and Asia. Those students who complete their travels around the world
will receive a special globe charm at a celebration near the end of the school year. Will
your child be a "world reader”?

Little Bear .. Follow Little Bear @FWESLittleBear to catch his hewest recommenda-
tions and Inquiry Center updates.

Looking ahead in 2019 ..

« Visiting Author Bruce Hale > March 20

« March Book Madness > ENDING April 8th

o Voting for NCCBA (North Carolina Children's’ Book Award) > March 22nd
o Spring Book Fair > March 28th - April 5th

From the Public Library : be sure to check out these special activities

e Valentines for Veterans > Tuesday, January 29 at 4:30 p.m. Roses are red, violets are blue. Make a card
for a veteran and take some home too! Registration requested.

e Earth Science > Thursday, January 17 at 4:30 p.m. Experience our planet in a whole new way - from the
inside out! Registration requested.

e Whales! > Thursday, January 24 at 4:30 p.m. Learn about Earth's largest mammals through stories, trivia,
experiments, and more! Registration requested.

e Legolab> Friday, January 25 at 4:30 p.m. Calling all LEGO fans! Bring your creativity and have a blast
creating with your favorite little bricks. This program is for Kindergarten - 5th grade children. Registration
requested.

e Dare to Discover - Catapult Craze! > Tuesday, January 15 at 4:30 p.m. Construct two types of catapults
and test their launching capabilities with marshmallows Registration is required.
e Qutdoor Recess > Tuesday, January 22 at 4:30 p.m. Let's bring outdoor fun indoors with
group games and relays! Registration requested.
For a complete listing of events or to register for a program, please visit our events page at:
www.wakegov.com/libraries/event

What's the Buzz on.. The Power of Play

Last year, the Buzz had several segments on the 4C's and how each characteristic plays out in the classroom. The
4Cs are creativity, communication, collaboration and critical thinking. Teachers design instruction to provide stu-
dents with opportunities to build their own understanding of these skills and practice them in an academic setting.
As parents, knowing these terms and using them with our students reinforces the skills that are being fostered in
the classroom; however, knowing the terms isn't enough to sustain the 4Cs in our global learners. Students need to be
engaged in their environment and play is a powerful step in that process. "When we treat children’s play as seriously
as it deserves, we are helping them feel the joy that's fo be found in the creative spirit. It's the things we play with
and the people who help us play that make a great difference in our lives." Fred Rogers. To start your journey into
more play opportunities, check out The Genius of Play - https://www.thegeniusofplay.org. Explore this interaction
forum to learn about 6 benefits of play, tips and ideas about engaging in play and expert advice about play. In the
coming months we will content the benefits of play with the 4Cs and the IB learner profile - Stay tuned!
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Farmington Woods IB/PYP Magnet Elementary PTA
http://farmingtonwoodspta.org

Keep abreast of PTA and school events and volunteer opportunities in Memberhub!

Join the 615 FWES families that are already on the Memberhub communication platform by creating a login at
http://app.memberhub.com/login. Be sure to add your children's names in your profile under “ Your Family” (drop down menu on the

top right). There is no cost to join Memberhub, and you can translate the site into over 100 languages!

x

x

=

How Can You Help:

Join the PTA: https://fwespta.memberhub.store

*

PTA Volunteer Opportunities: http://memberhub.com/HSR12177111004 (must also be approved by WCPSS)

EVENTS

Next PTA Board Meeting- Friday, January 11
7:45am FWES Inquiry Center

PTA Movie Night

Please join us on Thursday, January 17™ from 5:30-
7:30pm in the FWES Cafeteria. We will be screening
Cars 3. Families are invited to bring a blanket and a picnic
dinner, we will provide the popcorn. During this event we
encourage parents to attend our brief PTA General Body
Meeting from 6:15-6:45pm. (The movie will run during
the meeting and we will all remain in the cafeteria.) The
meeting is being held because we need our FWES PTA
community to vote to approve new proposals for spending
the additional funds raised from the Fun Run. If you have
questions about the PTA and the programs we support,
PTA members will also be available throughout the event
to speak with you. If you would like to join the PTA, we
can also sign you and your family up.

PTA Coffee Chats

We will be hosting our PTA Coffee chats
once or twice a month for the rest of the
school year. This is an opportunity to meet
with members of the PTA board to ask ques-
tions and share new ideas. Are you a new
family or would like to learn more about PTA pro-
grams? The January PTA Coffees will be Friday, 1/18
from 8:30-9:30am and Tuesday, 1/22 from 2:30-
3:15pm in the front lobby. Coffee will be provided,
please join usl!

Board Advisory Committee Meeting

The BACY (Board Advisory Committee) meeting with
School Board member Bill Fletcher will be hosted at
Farmington Woods Monday, Jan 14th from 5:30-7pm
for anyone interested in listening to local current events
related to public schools in our District/County. This

=

event is open to the public, but food is provided only for
the official representatives.

Calling all Shutterbugs! Photographs U[]| UEa[huuw
Needed!

Parents, I can really use your help! Yearbook Photos are
needed from youl! Did you enjoy the beach trip with your
5th grader, or maybe The Rock Quarry with your 1st
grader? Did you come see the cul‘rurarlunch presenta-
tion for your 3rd grade student? If so, we need your pic-
tures!!! Please upload the photos to Jostens' ReplayIt!
site to be used in the yearbook. www.relpla it.com.
You can also upload photos from your mobile device
through the ReplayIt! App. Please remember to only in-
clude pictures of school events. On the Web, go to
www.replayit.com. Select Register and find our school.
Then enter the password: fwbears (all lowercase). Any
questions or problems, just contact Lauri Van
Oostrum-Reed, Ivomsw@nc.rr.com. If you prefer to

send them to me directly, please feel free to email the
pictures, or a link to where you are housing the pictures!

= Sign up for RCITYROCKS and earn $$$ for the PTA
Thank you to everyone that has joined RCityRocks. Since
Farmington Woods PTA joined in September, we have raised
$797 44, just for eating and shopping at businesses we already
visited!l If you haven't joined, it's not too late. Please text
JOIN to FWESPTA®@rcityrocks.com. Once you join, every fime
you purchase anything at any of the participating businesses,

just text a picture of your receipt to the

f:WESPTA rcityrocks.com address, and they will donate up to

30% to FWES PTA. A complete list of supporting businesses is

on our Farmington Woods PTA Facebook page, as well as on

RCityRocks.com.

= Thank you to those that came out in November to enjoy dinner
at Tijuana Flats. Our Family Spirit Night helped raise $140
for FWES PTA.

Look what your PTA has done for Farmington Woods Elementary School!
Direct school support:
eScholastic News subscription for entire school at cost of $4,387, RAZ
Kids subscription for all K-2nd students at cost of $3,519, Pebble Go
reading software renewal for $905
eSponsored the Family Evening Concert performance of Gregg Gelb and
La Fiesta Latin Jazz Ensemble which raised $1,247 for the music program
eSponsoring the following upcoming artists daytime performances for
students: Donna Washington on February 12th and Didgeridoo Down Un-
der on March 5th, and a writing residency for 4th grade students with
Diane Jarrett the last week of April
eSupported School Clubs - budgeted $1000
Supporting our teachers and staff:
*$100 classroom start up funds for all certified staff that are current
PTA members (40 submitted paperwork for a total of $3,791)
eMini Grants - budgeted $3500 for teachers for items such as: yoga
mats for counseling groups; online newspaper software and pre-writing
tools for ID Mod classes; professional development for digital learning for
several staff members; Sphero Robots, PenPal, and book sets in Ara-
bic/ Spanish/Chinese; Dash Coding Robot; and sensory items for resource
teachers.
eProvided coffee bar and other snacks for teachers on early release
day, staff dinners, custodians lunch.
Supporting our school families and growing our FWES community:
e  Assisted School Social Worker with backpack buddy delivery
Sponsored the following family spirit events:
Kona Ice at Meet the Teacher
Jellybeans skate night
Family night at Tijuana Flats
e Box Top Contest - Popcorn Party for 5+ grade (raised $426)
Our volunteers put in countless hours helping around the school: Gardening,
putting together our Yearbook, organizing Hook A Book and the Reflections
Arts Contest, helped deliver backpack buddy food, maintained lost and found,
working in the Library, Tutoring, helping in classrooms, beautifying our cam-
pus, helping teachers prepare classroom materials... the list goes on and on!

All of this made ﬁaossible due fo parents and our fundraising efforts: Fun
Run-$29,686, Fall Book Fair-$3,295 for the media center, Go Play Save cou-
poh book sales-$6,748, Online school supply purchase-$830, Employer dona-
tions of $750, Amazon Smile and grocery store reward programs of $309, R
City Rocks rewards of $797



http://www.replayit.com
mailto:lvomsw@nc.rr.com
http://farmingtonwoodspta.org
http://app.memberhub.com/login
https://fwespta.memberhub.store
http://memberhub.com/HSR12177I11004

